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Isaiah 43:10 - 13; John 8:25 – 41

Who is Jesus?  

Isaiah 43:10 - 13   (page 759 of pew Bible)

“You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and my servant whom I have chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he.  Before me no god was formed, nor will there be one after me. 11  I, even I, am the LORD, and apart from me there is no savior.

12
I have revealed and saved and proclaimed— I, and not some foreign god among you.  You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “that I am God.  13  Yes, and from ancient days I am he.  No one can deliver out of my hand.  When I act, who can reverse it?”

John 8:25 - 41  (page 1120 of pew Bible)

25“Who are you?” they asked.

“Just what I have been claiming all along,” Jesus replied. 26“I have much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent me is reliable, and what I have heard from him I tell the world.”

27They did not understand that he was telling them about his Father. 28So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. 29The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.” 30Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him.

31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

33They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”

34Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37I know you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are ready to kill me, because you have no room for my word. 38I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you do what you have heard from your father.”

39“Abraham is our father,” they answered.

“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do the things Abraham did. 40As it is, you are determined to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 41You are doing the things your own father does.”

Leader:  “The word of the Lord.”      People:  “Thanks be to God.”

          While we were in the Philippines I bought some books on the history of the Philippines.  Two of them give brief descriptions of the presidents of the Philippines.  I was specifically interested in Carazon Aquino, who served from February 26, 1986 through June 30, 1992.  She became president when her predecessor, Ferdinand Marcos was overthrown.  Some of these events I recall from listening to the news when I was in my last year of high school. What I did not realize until I read this book was that she drew some criticism for not “exacting vengeance on Marcos” and for the problems that the Philippines experienced due to a typhoon, the increase in the cost of oil and the eruption of Mt. Pinatubo.  

       Jesus also drew criticism during his earthly ministry.  In the midst of the criticism and questioning chapter 8 presents to us a clear picture of the identity of Jesus.  From looking closely at the debate between Jesus and the Jewish people we see who Jesus is and why he came.  As we look at this chapter several points emerge so I will examine each one briefly and then talk about how they apply to our lives.  

One, Jesus is the light of the world (v. 12).  Light is major theme in the gospel of John.  The significance of this statement is tied to the Feast of the Tabernacles (7:2, 37).  During this feast the Court of the Women is illuminated with light on the evening of the day that water is drawn from the spring of Siloam. Perhaps Jesus was drawing people to himself in contrast to the light in the court of the women.  More will be said about Jesus as the Light of the World in next Sunday’s message, which will be from John 9.

Two, Jesus is sent by the Father (vv. 16, 18, 26, 29, 42).  According to verse 42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me.  The word for sent has the same root as the word apostle, which means that Jesus was sent as a delegate or representative of God the Father.  Unlike an ordinary delegate or representative, Jesus was not alone for God the Father was with him (v. 16, 29).  The same is true for us as go forth as representatives of Jesus Christ (see John 14:18).

Three, Jesus knows where he is from and where he is going (vv. 21, 23).  This is related to the previous point.  Jesus knew why he was here.  He knew the mission of his ministry.  His time on earth occurred for a specific purpose:  to reveal God to humanity (1:18) and to bring glory to God.  Jesus was sent from the Father out of love for the world (John 3:16).  The people that Jesus was speaking to were from this world and had a worldly perspective of Jesus.  They did not believe in him or his message of love and forgiveness.

Four, Jesus is the one who would be “lifted up,” (v. 28).  According to 12:32 – 33 Jesus said But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” 33He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.  Jesus spoke about his death in terms of being lifted up (see also John 3:14 – 15).  John’s comment makes it clear about the mode of execution – Jesus would be nailed to a cross and then lifted up and left to die (Life Application Bible Commentary, p. 259 – 260).  The love of God is most clearly seen at the cross.  Romans 5:8 states, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (See also 1 John 4:10; 3:16).  More will be said about the crucifixion of Jesus at our Good Friday service on March 21st but I think it is important for us to reflect deeply on Jesus’ final week.  In light of the recent tragic events at Northern Illinois University we need to know that God understands our suffering through the suffering and death of his Son.  

Five, Jesus was sent to proclaim the truth (vv. 34, 40, 51, 58). In the Greek text the word for truth that is used in these verses (except v. 40) is Amen, which in Hebrew means certainty and steadfastness (Carson, p. 162). The Jews were not ready to accept the truth that Jesus was proclaiming.  They had their own definition of the Messiah.  They were expecting a Messiah who would save them from the Romans.  

Six, Jesus sets us free (vv. 32 – 36).  What does Jesus set us free from?  In this passage the primary focus is on being set free from sin (v. 34).  The Jewish people, who were arguing with Jesus, claimed Abraham as their father and that they were not slaves of anyone.  They took pride in their religious heritage, which kept them from seeing their need for Jesus, who came to set them free.   Jesus also came to set us free from sin, from death, from fear, from hatred and anything that keeps us loving God and loving other people.  As we acknowledge the truth of what Jesus said and did, we will experience freedom.

Seven, Jesus reveals God the Father (v. 38; see also v. 26, 28).  Again the Jews were claiming Abraham as their father and were completely opposed to what Jesus was claiming about himself.  According to verse 40 they were determined to kill him (see also v. 37).  In their rejection of Jesus, they rejected God’s messenger.  Jesus came to reveal God.  John 1:18 says  No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.  V. 26 But he who sent me is reliable, and what I have heard from him I tell the world.

Eight, Jesus is God (vv. 24, 28, 58 – 59).  According to this verse and v. 24 and 28 Jesus is claiming to be God.  Jesus used a title of God from the Old Testament and applied it to himself.  According to Exodus 4:13 “I am” is the name that God revealed to Moses.   In Isaiah 41:13 we read, Yes, and from ancient days I am he.  “I am he” means “I am the same” or “I am forever the same.” Jesus (the Word) was in the beginning with God and was God (John 1:1) and is God.  The Jews picked up stones because Jesus claimed to be God when he said “I am.”  According to Leviticus 24:16 the punishment for blasphemy (claiming to be God) was stoning.

So how do these statements on Jesus identity and purpose apply to us?  The first point of application is that each person who hears the good news about Jesus Christ is invited to commit himself or herself to him.  Each generation is called to respond to Christ.  My parents were youth leaders, Sunday teachers and my dad was clerk of the Session at First United Presbyterian Church in Boyden, Iowa.  Their involvement in church provided a godly example to my sister and I but we still had to decide for ourselves how we would respond when we heard the gospel.  Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, then you are really my disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  How do we respond to Jesus call to commitment?

The second point of application is that we discover and experience our mission and purpose as we commit ourselves to Jesus.  Many of the purposes but not all of them become our purposes as we follow him.  Jesus said, “You are the light of the world.  Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven,”  (see Matthew 5:14 – 16).   In his final prayer before being arrested Jesus prayed, “As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world,” (John 17:18).   Jesus was lifted up on the cross for our salvation.  We are called to bear the cross as we follow him (see Matthew 16:24 - 27; Mark 8:34 – 38; Luke 9:23 - 26).  Jesus calls us to speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15, 25).  Jesus came to set us free.  He calls us to proclaim freedom to those who live in bondage (see Isaiah 61:1- 2; Luke 4:18 – 19).  And finally we reveal God to a watching world by our love for one another.  Ephesians 5:1 – 2 states, “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”  (See also 1 John 4:12).  People will know that we follow Christ by our love for one another.  May God give us the strength and courage to follow his Son.  
